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Black community shares love letters 


CSUF celebrated Black 
History Month with food, 
jazz and dancing Tuesday. 


LYDIA KELLEY 
Editor 
LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


Cal State Fullerton kicked off 
Black History Month with music 
and uplifting love letters at the Ti- 
tan Student Union Pavilion. Stu- 
dents, alumni, faculty and staff 
were encouraged to write letters 
of affirmation to the Black com- 
munity and share them onstage. 

The president’s Black History 
Month celebration was an eve- 
ning filled with heartfelt speech- 
es to the Black community. A 
few of the festivities that filled 
the pavilions included dancing, a 
special band performance and a 
photobooth. 

“Dear Dark-Skinned Black 
Girl,’ a film directed by Ony- 
inyechukwu Akametalu, com- 
menced the evening. The film 
was a love letter to women who 
have been attacked by colorism, 
and promoted self-love as Black 
women. 

The theme for the evening 
brought several speakers together 
to share their own love letters, in- 
cluding university President Fram 
Virjee, who shared his letter of 
affirmation. 

“All of you chant the justice 
with the power of your voices, 
the charisma of your leadership 
and the passion of your activism,” 
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The CSUF community gathered to celebrate Black History Month at the Titan Student Union Pavilions on Tuesday. 


Virjee said. “I see your beauty 
and your value, I see your hope 
as you stand up for the hopeless, 
I see your courage as you kneel 
down for justice.” 

Though every letter was differ- 
ent, each message was geared to- 
ward celebrating the Black com- 
munity and all of its beauty. 

As the band continued to play 
music, the audience was given the 
chance to come up with their own 
letters. 

Dr. Mei-ling Malone, a lecturer 
for the African American Stud- 
ies Department, talked about her 
experience as a professor in her 
love letter. She recalled a time 


when she was asked by a senior 
student at CSUF, “Did Africans 
contribute anything meaningful 
to society?” 

Malone said this moment 
brought her back to her child- 
hood, where she was told she did 
not belong. She emphasized that 
racism goes unchecked every- 
where in society and encouraged 
an ethnic studies requirement 
in the school system to educate 
students. 

“We are worthy of love simply 
because we exist,” Malone said. 
She added that racism must be 
challenged, but it is also import- 
ant to build a relationship with 


oneself. 

Jeremiah Riggins, a first-year 
business administration major, 
said he heard about this event 
through email. 

“It’s very important to engage 
in my culture and be educated 
and be aware of what my peo- 
ple have gone through and what 
we mean in this nation. Also for 
other people who aren’t African 
American to just come and be- 
come culturally aware so that we 
can all have a more diverse mind 
and become a more inclusive so- 
ciety,” Riggins said. 


SEE CULTURE | 3 


Women 
push past 
STEM gap 


Females make up 17% of 
engineering and computer 
science majors at CSUF. 


TALIA CANTLEY 
Staff Writer 


There are nearly five times 
more male students enrolled 
in the College of Engineering 
and Computer Science on cam- 
pus as there are females, ac- 
cording to Cal State Fullerton’s 
demographics. 

Of the 4,547 students en- 
rolled in the fall 2019 semester, 
3,753 students enrolled were 
male and only 792 were fe- 
male. Reflective of the nation- 
al average, 17-20% female stu- 
dents, CSUF stands at 17.42%. 

“Women are equally or even 
sometimes better equipped to 
be engineers, but a couple bad 
experiences make you think it’s 
not for you, which is a shame. I 
think everyone could be a great 
engineer if they had the right 
environment to do engineer- 
ing,” said Xenia Wirth, Ph. D. 
and assistant professor of geo- 
technical engineering. 
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Kobe and Altobelli remembered 


Members of the CSUF 
basketball programs 
remember Bryant’s impact. 


JORDAN MENDOZA 
Editor 


For Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball head coach Dedrique 
Taylor, Jan. 26 seemed like 
just another cloudy day as he 
went to church with his mother. 
During the service, he got weird 
looks from his mom when his 
phone started going off, but as 
soon as he checked, everything 
changed. 

“There was an article and 
it said ‘Kobe dies in helicop- 
ter crash, and my mother saw it 
and immediately let out, in the 
middle of church, this screech- 
ing wail,’ Taylor said. “It be- 
came a situation of devasta- 
tion, disbelief, just really stuck 
emotionally.” 

CSUF women’s basketball 
guard Raina Perez was having 
breakfast with her family when 
the news broke. 

“The waiter told us, ‘Oh did 
you know Kobe Bryant died in 
a helicopter accident?’ My dad 
was like, ‘You’re lying, and I 
was like, ‘No way, this can’t be 
true,” Perez said. 

Other members of the Titan 
basketball programs experienced 
similar reactions when _ they 
learned that Bryant, along with 
his daughter Gianna and seven 
others, were killed in the helicop- 
ter crash in Calabasas. The nine 
people on board the helicopter 
left John Wayne Airport in the 
morning and were on their way 
to Kobe Bryant’s Mamba Sports 
Academy in Thousand Oaks for 
a youth basketball event. 

The death of a local legend hit 
home for many people, including 
men’s basketball guard Wayne 
Arnold, who is from South Cen- 
tral Los Angeles. For Arnold, 
Bryant was the reason why he 
started playing basketball. 
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COURTESY OF JUAN GUTIERREZ 


Kobe Byrant (left) and John Altobelli (right) together at a Orange Coast Colllege baseball practice in 2018. 


Late baseball coach for 
Orange Coast College 
won four state titles. 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


January 26 was a devastating day 
throughout the sports world upon 
hearing the tragic death of nine peo- 
ple aboard a helicopter that crashed 
in Calabasas earlier that morning. 

Those on board included Orange 
Coast College head baseball coach 
John Altobelli, his wife Keri and 
their daughter Alyssa, who were 
travelling to a travel basketball 
game with former Lakers star Kobe 
Bryant and his daughter Gianna. 

A legend in college baseball, the 
passing of Altobelli sent shock- 
waves through the community as 
word was quickly spread about the 
tragedy. “John meant so much to not 
only OCC, but to baseball. He tru- 
ly personified what it means to be 
a baseball coach. The passion that 
he put into the game, but more im- 
portantly his athletes, was second to 
none - he treated them like family,” 
said Orange Coast College athletic 
director Jason Kehler. 

By the time of his passing, he 
was the longest tenure head coach 
for the college who saw the team 
earn four California State Champi- 
onships throughout his 27 seasons 
at the helm. They last hoisted the 
championship banner in 2019. 

His roots ran deep in Southern 
California baseball as he managed 
the Pirates squad that consists pri- 
marily of student-athletes that pre- 
viously played for various high 
schools across the neighboring 
region. 

“He grinded his kids. It’s differ- 
ent in junior college because if they 
don’t like you they can go some- 
where else. He did a great job get- 
ting bounce backs, Division I guys 
who didn’t play and they thought 
they should’ve played so they want- 
ed to transfer to a junior college,” 
said Rick Vanderhook, Cal State 
Fullerton’s head baseball coach. 
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Census will determine student representation 


Billions of federal dollars 
will be allocated based on 
how many people register. 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writer 
JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


As college students swing 
back into schoolwork, there 
is an assignment that will not 
count for a grade but for rep- 
resentation: registration for the 
United States Census. 

Conducted every 10 years, 
the U.S. Census is a consti- 
tutionally mandated count of 
every person within the U.S. 
According to the U.S. Cen- 
sus Bureau, the information 
collected from the census is 
used by the government to de- 
termine how to distribute bil- 
lions of dollars in federal fund- 
ing and how many seats a state 
gets in Congress and the House 
of Representatives. 

Registration for the cen- 
sus is critical for college 


- It’s very important 


we keep a count 

of the number of 
people in the United 
States so that we can 
give proper political 
representation. 99 


ANTHONY ALVAREZ 
Sociology Professor 


students, as it determines the 
allocation of billions of feder- 
al dollars to be distributed over 
the next decade, said Jeanette 
Duran Pacheco, U.S. Census 
Bureau media specialist. 

“That relates to federal stu- 


dent loans, federal income 
grants, taxes spending, health 
and social services, federal 


legislations, and improvements 
on campus like labs, buildings 
and classrooms. These are a 
few of the things that census 
data will provide for students,” 
Pacheco said. “It really affects 
our everyday life.” 

Pacheco noted that since 
many college students did not 
register for the census them- 
selves, they are likely unfamil- 
iar with how to register. 

This year will be the first 
time in history that the census 
can be completed online. 

The Census Bureau will send 
out packets in the mail, which 
will contain a user I.D. number 
that will allow users to log into 
the Census Bureau’s website 
and fill out all the necessary 
information to vote. 

“It’s very important we keep 
a count of the number of peo- 
ple in the United States and 
where they live so that we can 
give proper political represen- 
tation,” said Anthony Alvarez, 
Cal State Fullerton sociology 
professor. “Really this comes 
down to making claims of our 
resources and to have repre- 
sentation in Congress so some- 
one can advocate for resources 
for the specific needs of your 
community.” 


The census began on Aug. 2, 
1790, when Congress decided 
that it needed a record of the 
exact number of people who 
lived in the new country. Since 
then, the census has become a 
decennial tradition used to aid 
in data collection for a variety 
of purposes. 

The government does not 
just use the data for political 
reasons and that it is confiden- 
tial and protected by law, only 
to be used to produce statistics. 
However, it is used all over the 
country by people who need to 
know about their communities, 
Pacheco said. 

“Businesses use census data 
to know where they are going 
to build factories, offices and 
stores,’ Pacheco said. “Real 
estate developers use it, as well 
as schools, hospitals and city 
planners.” 

Alvarez said the census is an 
opportunity to provide infor- 
mation about communities and 
recognize that students are a 
part of them. 

“One of the reasons people 
come to a university is to be- 
come better, more informed 
citizens and to deepen their 
connection with the commu- 
nities they grew up in and the 
communities they hope to pop- 
ulate in the future,’ Alvarez 
said. 

Invitations to register in the 
2020 census will start in the 
middle of March, and respons- 
es can be received online, by 
phone or mail. Census Day is 
on April 1. 
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Many faculty members en- 
courage students to seek out as- 
sistance with their courses with 
the goal that it will encourage 
more women to join the field. 

CSUF offers academic sup- 
port in the forms of tutoring, 
peer mentors and a_ student 
success team, according to the 
university’s website. 

Wirth said she has witnessed 
the gender gap only in some 
areas of engineering. Depend- 
ing on the engineering field, 
the ratio of women to men 
can fluctuate drastically. Civ- 
il engineering tends to have 
more women in the field, while 
structural engineering is more 
male dominated, she said. 

*Really depending on the 
area, people gravitated toward 
them for specific reasons and 
that’s when you see the shift,” 
Wirth said. 

Third year mechanical en- 
gineering major Angelique 


Susan Barua is the dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science. 


> Working in a male-dominated field 


Samawi Said she believes there 
are some positives to having so 
many male coworkers. 

“TI think one way I dealt with 
it was I connected with all the 
girls and we created our own 
little subgroup,” Samawi said. 
“As long as we keep in contact 
with each other, everyone else 
is at the same level as us.” 

Samawi said that success 
often depends on a _ person’s 
mindset and what they believe 
is possible. 

“I think a lot of women are 
told girls aren’t usually good at 
math, girls are usually better at 
English or history or psychol- 
ogy and the men do the heavy 
lifting and the work. Women 
would be able to excel more if 
there was more emphasis in ‘If 
he can do it, she can do it,’” Sa- 
mawi said. 

Justin Tran, assistant profes- 
sor of mechanical engineer- 
ing, said he wishes there was 
more gender equality among 


engineers and computer scien- 
tists because of the positivity 
diversity can bring. 

“For any field, you are al- 
ways going to benefit from di- 
versity. I would definitely like 
to see more women in the field 
because it would get stronger 
with diversity. The more differ- 
ent people we have will always 
be a good thing,” Tran said. 

Susamma Barua, dean of the 
College of Engineering and 
Computer Science, outlined the 
importance of slowly, but sure- 
ly, increasing the female popu- 
lation in the department. 

“The college did develop a 
strategic plan aligned with the 
university’s strategic plan. Our 
plan is also from 2018-2023 
and one of the goals that is 
identified as part of that strate- 
gic plan is to increase the per- 
centage of female students in 
the college by 40% by the year 
2023,” Barua said. 


Programs that have been 
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initiated and implement- 
ed are highlighted as ones 
that provide motivation, en- 
couragement and a sense of 
belonging. 

The department also has 
an agreement with members 
of Fullerton, including Girl 
Scouts of the U.S.A., where a 
lab is available for Girl Scouts 
to practice and learn creative 
coding. 

“For our female students, 
we have what is called Wom- 
en in Computer Science and 
Engineering,” Barua said. “We 
are focusing more on the so- 
cial side of the need that they 
have.” 


Barua also noted that aca- 
demically, female students in 
the College of Engineering and 
Computer Science often hold 
higher retention rates and grad- 
uation rates than the male stu- 
dents. Advisors and professors 
try to show them that they are 
doing better and are academ- 
ically stronger, but it is cru- 
cial that they keep believing in 
themselves. 

“You can do it,” said Barua. 
“There are a number of female 
students who are still coming 
into engineering and computer 
science even though the num- 
ber is low. They can be the role 
models.” 


“Let your light so shine 
before men, 
that they may see your 
good works, 
and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.” 
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Sunday Service & Sunday school - 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Testimony Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 
Reading Room & Bookstore 
Mon -Sat, 10:00 am.- 1:00 p.m. 


First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1300 N. Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831 


(714) 525-4062 
csfullerton@sbcglobal.net 
www.christiansciencefullerton.org 


ALL ARE WELCOME. 


The Christian Science church is a Bible-based 
religion, offering healing prayer to God for the world. 
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Renovation may cause traffic delays 


The CSUF marquee 
alongside the 57 Freeway 
is under construction. 


LETICIA PEREZ 
Asst. Editor 


As of Monday, the electron- 
ic marquee on the south sec- 
tion of East Campus Drive 
will be under construction to 
improve visibility from the 57 
Freeway. 

PCL Construction will be 
on-site at Cal State Fullerton 
modifying the electronic mar- 
quee until March 20. 

“The East Campus Drive 
lane adjacent to the (marquee) 
will be fenced off, with one 
traffic lane open in each di- 
rection,” according to a service 
alert from Capital Programs 
and Facilities Management. 

Traffic delays in the area are 
to be expected, according to 
campus officials. 

“Students driving in this area 
should plan on extra (commute) 
time. Also, keep an eye out for 
directional signs and fencing,” 
said Danny Kim, chief finan- 
cial officer for CSUF and vice 
president for the Division of 
Administration and Finance. 

The university has a total 
of three billboards placed at 
Goodwin Field, Titan Student 
Union and on the East Campus 
Drive by the 57 Freeway. 

The digital signs are less 
than two years old; the sign 
near the Marriott is the newest, 
installed in 2019, Kim said. 

“Before we installed the 
three signs, we had one very 
old and tattered CSUF sign that 
needed to be replaced. It was 
several decades old, was not 
very visible, constantly broke 
down, and did not represent the 
campus well. However, we did 
not have the $1.5-$2 million 
needed to construct a new one,” 
Kim said. 

CSUF partnered with Clear 
Channel Outdoor, one of the 
world’s largest outdoor adver- 
tising companies, Kim said. 


Culture: A night 
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The location of the electronic marquee beside the 57 Freeway. 


Clear Channel Outdoor aims 
to provide detailed informa- 
tion about the people who pass 
its billboards to help the adver- 
tisers strategize effective cam- 
paign plans, according to an ar- 
ticle by the New York Times. 

CSUF used the proceeds 
from the two commercial signs 
to cover the cost of the third 


of affirmation 
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Riggins said he sees Black 
History Month as a reflection of 
African American success. 

“T believe that it’s a celebra- 
tion of our culture and what 
we’ve done in this country and 
the impact that we’ve had on 
people,” Riggins said.“The suc- 
cess that we’ve had from coming 
out of slavery and just being able 
to impact millions socially, polit- 
ically, economically, around the 
world.” 

Torrell Foree, coordinator for 
the African American Resource 
Center on campus, spoke about 
his experience as a Titan and his 
involvement with the Alliance 
for the Preservation of African 
Consciousness and the center. 


“As Black people we often au- 
thenticate our Blackness with 
struggle. Being in the AARC I 
was beginning to overcome that 
thought process,” Foree said. “I 
found something given this space 
that wasn’t really about the space 
at all — it was community.” 


Foree said his community 
gave him purpose. 
“Communities have breath. 


They breathe onto our lungs 
and they give us life. They mas- 
sage our muscles after long days 
and they give us the remaining 
strength to keep going on despite 
the odds. They give us napkins to 
cry on and shoulders to stand on. 
They give us life,” Foree said. 

Hosam Elattar contributed to 
this article. 
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campus identity sign located on 
the East Side. 

No university resources were 
used to replace the sign, Kim 
said. 

The electronic marquee on 
campus is the digital sign that 
displays university-sponsored 
content events, athletics, 
performances, exhibits. 
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Management before commit- 
ting to recognize individuals 
or organizations on the digital 
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Request forms are available 
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in promoting their content. 

The Eastside Parking Struc- 
ture will remain open. 
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“He was my inspiration, my 
idol. I used to watch his high- 
lights on Youtube, then go to 
the backyard and just prac- 
tice for hours and hours,” Ar- 
nold said, crediting his shoot- 
ing ability and his style of play 
to Bryant. “He was just ev- 
erything to me. I looked up to 
him.” 

Bryant’s outreach was not 
just limited to those from 
Southern California. Nevada 
native and women’s basket- 
ball guard Taylor Turney said 
she grew up wearing Bryant’s 
shoes, and still does. 

If going out of state is not 
enough to show the extent of 
Bryant’s impact, then women’s 
basketball guard Amiee Book 
can attest to it. He was an in- 
spiration in her home country 
of New Zealand, Book said. 

Women’s basketball head 
coach Jeff Harada also got to 
witness the basketball star’s 
popularity grow across the Pa- 
cific Ocean when he lived in 
Hawaii during the Lakers’ title 
run from 2008-10. 

From 2008-11, Harada was 
the head coach at Hawaii Pa- 
cific University. The university 
is a Division II private school 
located in the city of Honolulu, 
and is just a 15-minute drive 
from the University of Hawaii, 
where the Lakers played pre- 
season games in the 2000s. 
Harada said that whenever the 
Lakers came to the island, the 


game would always sell out the 
day the tickets went on sale. 

“Obviously, Kobe was the 
draw, Shaq was the draw, but 
everybody knew it was Kobe’s 
team,” Harada said. 

Harada got the chance to 
meet Bryant in May 2019 at a 
coach’s clinic, and despite ev- 
erything Bryant had achieved 
in his 20-year career, Harada 
said that he acted like just any 
other person when they had a 
conversation. 

Others in the basketball pro- 
grams did not have the same 
opportunity to meet Bryant, 
but they all have their favorite 
moments from his illustrious 
career. From his dunk on Ben 
Wallace in the preseason of 
his rookie season, to the icon- 
ic 8l-point game against the 
Toronto Raptors, to Kobe hug- 
ging teammate Lamar Odom 
when the Lakers won the 2010 
NBA Finals, the memories will 
last a lifetime. 

Arnold said he remembers 
seeing Bryant pumping his fist 
at the championship parade af- 
ter the Lakers won the NBA ti- 
tle in 2009. 

Even though his favorite 
team had just won, he admitted 
he was mostly there just to see 
Bryant. 

While the world mourned 
Kobe, his daughter Gianna was 
also remembered by many bas- 
ketball fans. Gianna Bryant, 
who was 13 when she died, was 
just beginning her basketball 


career and was often spotted at 
NBA games sitting next to her 
father. 

“I was pretty excited to see 
her grow up and see how good 
she’d actually become, because 
the way she was playing is a lot 
better than a lot of girls at her 
age can play,” Perez said. 

With his daughter following 
in his footsteps, Kobe became 
an ambassador for women’s 
basketball, which was a huge 
step in the right direction for 
the sport. 

“Even though he wasn’t in it 
for long, I still think he kick- 
started the momentum to get 
women’s basketball recogni- 
tion,” Book said. 

The relationship Kobe Bry- 
ant had with his four daugh- 
ters has been well documented 
since his passing, most notably 
when SportsCenter anchor Elle 
Duncan recalled the time Bry- 
ant told her that he loved being 
a girl dad. 

Since then, many fathers 
have shared their love for being 
a girl dad. Taylor, who knows 
all about being a girl dad to his 
two daughters, stressed how 
important it is to be involved in 
his daughters’ lives. 

“It’s imperative to be pres- 
ent, because those young lives 
are being shaped, they’re being 
molded, but then also the other 
side of that is you never know 
when the last time is going to 
be,” Taylor said. 

The girl dad movement, 
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Inspire: Bryant’s influence felt worldwide 


along with his basketball ca- 
reer, is what has made Bryant’s 
death hard for many to deal 
with. This includes Taylor, who 
said he has not yet watched the 
tribute the Lakers gave to Bry- 
ant this past Friday in their 
first game since the crash be- 
cause he isn’t ready to accept 
that Bryant is gone. 

“It’s gonna take me some 
time to do that, and I will get 
there and I will watch the trib- 
ute because it’s a respectful 
way of people paying tribute 
to him ... from an emotional 
standpoint, I’m not there yet. I 
can’t handle it,” Taylor said. 

In their most recent game at 
UC Irvine, the men’s basket- 
ball team wore shirts in their 
pregame warmups with Bry- 
ant’s No. 8 and No. 24 on it. 
Taylor said the idea to wear 
the shirts came after UCI head 
coach Russell Turner called 
him about how they were going 
to honor Bryant, who was close 
to the Anteater program. 

Each team held a moment of 
silence for Bryant, which was 
an emotional moment for Ar- 
nold, as he said it meant a lot to 
have his favorite player’s num- 
ber on his shirt. 

As the world remembers the 
five-time NBA champion, Tay- 
lor said that what attracted him 
the most about Bryant was his 
competitive spirit and drive to 
be the best he could be. 

“Just watching this young 
dude come to Los Angeles, one 


of the biggest entertainment 
meccas in the world, and elim- 
inating a lot of the distraction 
and finding a version of suc- 
cess which happens to be one 
of the greatest,’ Taylor said. 
*TIt was about trying to be the 
best version of yourself so that 
you can achieve a certain lev- 
el of success, and I think that’s 
something that will always 
stick with me.” 

And for all the young, aspir- 
ing basketball stars, Taylor said 
he hopes that they not only try 
to achieve Bryant’s work ethic, 
but his accountability for his 
mistakes and his drive to not 
only improve himself, but ev- 
erything around him. 

“He had a no-nonsense, no- 
blame mindset,” Taylor said. 
“If you can find a way to look 
outward and see how you can 
manipulate change, help figure 
out how to get everybody on the 
same page, then you’re heading 
in the right direction.” 

Bryant has left his mark on 
many of the basketball stars 
who play for CSUF, and though 
each person remembers him in 
their own way, he has certainly 
proven to be much more than 
just a basketball icon. 

“People that didn’t know 
him cried and never met him 
cried. We lost one of the most 
influential people here, and 
somebody that everybody 
looked up to going through 
hard times,” Arnold said. “He 
was like our superhero.” 


Legacy: Legend 
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His baseball intellect was 
prevalent in the sphere and 
translated well with the players 
he coached. His closest prodigy, 
son JJ Altobelli, proves to be 
a living example of his knowl- 
edge passed on. 

JJ Altobelli volunteered as 
assistant coach for CSUF from 
2016-17 for the Titan’s infield, 
then took his expertise to the 
Boston Red Sox staff as a scout. 
He previously played at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon where he re- 
ceived honors for being the 
team’s most outstanding defend- 
er during his collegiate career. 


“ve known John for a long 
time. ve known JJ since he was 
a young high school player,” 
Vanderhook said. “I’ve always 
known him, he’s a local guy, 
and when your dad is a coach 
you really get to know him. I 
talked to JJ last Wednesday at 5 
o'clock in the morning, but what 
do you say? There’s not much to 
say and to figure out.” 

Despite handling the rig- 
ors of his own college pro- 
gram, John Altobelli could of- 
ten be found attending Fullerton 
games during JJ’s tenure with 
the team. 

“They were 


really close. 


in junior college 


Coach Altobelli would try to 
come out to all the games as he 
could even if JJ wasn’t playing. 
He’d usually be there for ev- 
ery Sunday game as much as he 
could,” said senior pitcher Dil- 
lon Brown. 

Although Brown never had 
John as a coach, the Orange 
County native was familiar with 
the late coach through his own 
interactions with him and how 
others spoke positively about 
his name. He said he recalled 
many instances of sitting with 
John Altobelli in the bleachers 
of Goodwin Field while being 
recruited by CSUF in his senior 


year of high school, learning 
what he can from the late Pi- 
rate’s skipper. 

“Tm a big sports fan and if 
anyone can talk baseball and 
listen, especially from him, 
he had a lot of things I nev- 
er thought about and changed 
the way I think about baseball. 
It was never anything mind 
changing or too crazy, but it’s 
stuff I never thought about,” 
Brown said. 

With a resume that was com- 
parable to some of the top com- 
petitors in sports, Altobelli, 
who held over 700 wins, cre- 
ated an impact on the game of 


baseball 


baseball that has garnered much 
reverence and respect, allowing 
his life to continue through his 
legacy. 

“Alto was always that guy, ev- 
erybody looked up to him and 
he was just a very respected 
man. It’s tough because being 
around people who really loved 
him, I wasn’t totally affected by 
it but it changed my perspec- 
tive on how I’m going to carry 
my relationships in life,’ Brown 
said. 

A public memorial service for 
John, Keri and Alyssa Altobelli 
will be held at Angel Stadium 
next Monday at 4 p.m. 


Men’s 


After dropping two on the 
road, Fullerton returns home 
to host UC Riverside. 


TREVOR VERNOLA 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Fullerton men’s bas- 
ketball will host UC Riverside to- 
day at 7 p.m. After stringing to- 
gether three consecutive wins, the 
Titans have now lost back-to-back 
games against Big West opponents 
Cal Poly San Louis Obispo and 
UC Irvine. 

CSUF enters the game 8-15 
overall and stands at seventh in 
the Big West conference, while the 
Highlanders are 14-9 overall and 
sit in third place. 

The loss against the Mustangs 
came in overtime as the Titans 
were taken down by a buzzer-beat- 
er. Both shot an identical 57.4% 
from the field. 

CSUF’s field goal percentage 
was its ultimate downfall in the 
30-point loss to UC Irvine. The 
team posted a 37.3% shooting from 
the field. The Titans’ undoing was 
due to their lack of shots converted 
and that they were outrebounded, 
Al to 20. 

The low conversion rate from 
the field has been a theme for the 
Titans this season as they sit in 
eighth in the Big West, shooting 
40.6% from the field and ninth 
in 3-point field goal percentage, 
31.8%. 

The Titans currently hold the 
worst rebounding margin in the 
Big West with a team total of 230 
rebounds. CSUF has allowed its 
opponents 277 rebounds (39.6 per 
game), with a -6.7 rebounds per 


asketball takes 


game margin. 

Senior forward Jackson Rowe 
put his talent on display in both 
of the Titans losses last week, as 
he scored 32 against the Mus- 
tangs and 18 against the Anteat- 
ers. Rowe’s performance against 
Cal Poly SLO saw him shoot 10- 
13 (76.9%) from the field and 2-4 
from beyond the arc. 


Although he played 


fewer minutes and took fewer 
shots against Irvine, Rowe was 
still efficient by going 4-8 from the 
field and hitting one three-point at- 
tempt. He also made nine of his 11 
free throws (81.8%) which is 10.4% 
higher than his season average. 
UC Riverside is coming off an 
eight-point win at home against 
Long Beach State. The High- 
landers have benefitted from 


on High 


home-court advantage this season, 
posting a 10-2 record at home and 
a 4-7 record on the road. 

While the Titans have severely 
struggled with rebounds, Riverside 
is on the other end of the spectrum. 
The Highlanders average 37.2 re- 
bounds per game, while allowing 
just 30.8 to their opponents. 

Riverside’s junior guard Dom- 
inick Pickett, who is coming off 


landers 


of his best game of the season, is 
the player to keep an eye on. In 34 
minutes, Pickett put up 20 points, 
shooting an efficient 7-8 from the 
field and 4-5 from beyond the arc. 

Fullerton has won 31 of the 
55 meetings between the two 
teams but lost its previous 
encounter,65-59. 

The game will be available to 
watch on ESPN3. 


CSUF guard Wayne Arnold handled the ball against the University of Saint Katherine at Titan Gym on Jan. 3. 
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Music 
EVIE 


Mac Miller’s posthumous 
album embraces personal 
growth and heartbreak. 


TRAVIS JEPEWAY 
Asst. Editor 


Mac Miller’s music captures the 
essence of being emotionally bro- 
ken in a freeing and uplifting way. 
Miller reminds his audience that 
bad days will end, and better days 
come with a breath of fresh air. His 
latest posthumous album, “Circles,” 
was released in January and has 
something for all of his fans. 

This is not the “Easy Mac with 
the cheesy raps” sound that fans 
have heard before. Leaving behind 
the care-free outlook, he shares a 
new perspective — focusing his al- 
bum on making the world a better 
place. 

From “The Divine Feminine” 
in 2016, to °Swimming” in 2018, 
“Circles” is Miller’s final album. 

“Circles” is considered a sud- 
den style shift when compared to 
his previous albums. It’s clear with 
this album that Miller was shift- 
ing his musical scope and set- 
ting sails into uncharted waters. A 
more artistic music style continued 
to evolve until Miller’s sound be- 
came custom-tailored to his musi- 
cal influences. 

In a 2013 interview with “Com- 
plex Magazine,’ Miller discussed 
his 25 top favorite albums. The arti- 
cle shared a deep look into the artist 
Miller was becoming. He was fo- 
cused on the music as an art form 
rather than keeping up with the par- 
ty-boy rapper persona that landed 
him into stardom. He was matur- 
ing, not only as an individual, but as 
an artist looking to make everlast- 
ing music. 

His most recent album kicks 
off with the track “Circles,” where 
Miller softly sings over a mellow 
beat and synthesizers. Lyrically, the 
song calmly prepares the listener 
for whatever the future may bring. 
He sings: “You're feeling sorry / 
I’m feeling fine / Don’t you put any 
more stress on yourself, it’s one 
day at a time.” 


‘Circles’ 


That same relaxed tone is also in 
“I Can See,’ which encourages lis- 
teners to float away in the harmonic 
melodies. The lyrics do not distract 
from the intentions and melodies of 
the song either. “And all I know if 
life is but a dream then so are we,” 
Miller raps over in a course, yet soft 
tone. 

“Blue World,” the third track on 
the album, is the first upbeat song, 
with glances into the old Miller.Lis- 
teners are taken down memory lane 
on a rapturous beat with his enthu- 
siastic and confident lyrics: “T let it 


Local discounts 
to help Titans 
save money 


Financial tips to help 
students stick to their 
college budget. 


BRIANA TORRES 
Editor 


Instant noodles, iced cof- 
fee, and discount store prod- 
ucts complete the essentials of 
a college dorm room. 

But, Cal State Fullerton 
students benefit from vari- 
ous discounts surrounding the 
university. 

Mastering how to budget on 
a student’s income becomes 
easier after taking advantage 
of local discounts. 

A popular resource used lo- 
cally is the app E-foodie. With 
this app, users can access mul- 
tiple coupons and discounts in 
their city of preference after 
creating a free account. 

Some seasonal promotions 
on the app include two free 
tickets to the Brea Improv 
Comedy Club or a free entree 
at Rodrigo’s Mexican Grill 
with the purchase of a second 
entree and two drinks. 

All discounts are free to 


download and available to 
users. 

In addition, E-foodie in- 
corporates a subscription to 


their newsletters that will alert 
members when there are new 
deals are up for grabs. 

The free Target Cartwheel 
app is a useful tool for students 
who are interested in saving 
money while shopping. This 
app allows customers to create 


an online account with Target, 
view weekly ads and check if 
items are in stock. 

Customers are able to scan 
their items in store and have 
promotions and coupons avail- 
able during checkout. 

Another benefit of the Tar- 
get Cartwheel app is the 1% 
back loyalty program. Purchas- 
es through the app will receive 
1% back in Target credit for fu- 
ture transactions. 

Those bold enough to open 
a Target RedCard can choose 
between debit or credit cards 
and receive 5% off of all Target 
purchases. 

Similar to the Target Cart- 
wheel app, anyone looking for 
a quick bite to eat on a budget 
might be interested in the Mc- 
Donald’s app. With exclusive 
in-app promotions on meals 
and McCafé beverages, cus- 
tomers can view special pro- 
motions customized to each 
restaurant. 

For anyone looking to satis- 
fy their cravings with only five 
dollars to their name, Mexican 
food will be a broke college 
student’s next instant ramen. 
Palapas Tacos, off of Harbor 
Boulevard and Chapman Ave- 
nue, offers a happy hour Mon- 
day through Friday from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., where street tacos, 
street mulitas and horchata are 
one dollar each. 

Budgeting on a student’s in- 
come can be difficult, howev- 
er these resources can be a tiny 
but mighty way for students to 
become more comfortable with 
balancing their finances. 


cements lasting legacy 


go, but I never go with it / Yeah, OK 
cool as fall weather / F--- the b---- 
---, I’m here to make it all better / 
With a little music for you.” 

Miller displays his influence 
from The Beatles in the track “Ev- 
erybody.”’ With drums and piano 
playing in the background, Mill- 
er melodically sings, “Everybody’s 
gotta live / And everybody’s gon- 
na die / Everybody gonna try to 
have a good, good time / I think 
you know the reason why.” Mill- 
er continues with The Beatles’ in- 
fluence in “That’s On Me,” which 


‘ a diwdeat 


~ 
Vip 


includes soothing guitar in the 
background. 

“Complicated” has a more 
whimsical overtone in the beat 
compared to the mellowness of the 
lyrics. Miller sings about the com- 
plications of life and how it can 
be overwhelming. He offers fans a 
gentle reminder to take it one day at 
a time: “Some people say they want 
to live forever / That’s way too long, 
Tl just get through today.” 

The tracks, “Good News,’ 
“Surf” and “Once A Day” have a 
very similar feel to them. All are 
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tones with an uplifting message 
stitched carefully into the lyrics. 

Miller died in September 2018, 
however his music and message 
will live on. Posthumous albums 
are not always well done, but Mill- 
er had enough involvement in this 
one that it seems to be a very fitting 
release. “Circles” is heartbreaking, 
uplifting, empowering and explor- 
ative. Miller was a rapper who was 
looking to expand his music into 
other genres, and he can rest peace- 
fully knowing that he succeeded in 
that. 
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[Ft] Disney rises to the occasion 


Star Wars: Rise of the 
Resistance ride offers 
immersive experience. 


CATIE ROBINSON 
Staff Writer 


For a chance to ride the new- 
est attraction in Disneyland’s 
Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge, visi- 
tors will need to be at the park 
before the three suns of Batuu 
rise. 

The Star Wars: Rise of the 
Resistance attraction usesa vir- 
tual queue through the Dis- 
neyland app, rather than an 
in-person line, that places vis- 
itors in boarding groups. The 
passes for the boarding groups 
are distributed on a first-come 


first-serve basis, and require 
visitors to be in the Disneyland 
Park to join the queue. This 
system will be kept in place 
until the popularity of the ride 
dies downfades. 

On Jan. 26, the opening day 
of Star Wars: Rise of the Resis- 
tance, lines to enter the theme 
park stretched to Disney Cali- 
fornia Adventure Park before 
Disneyland’s 7:30 a.m. admit- 
tance time. By 7:58 a.m., the 
only sound on Main Street 
U.S.A. was the park’s music as 
hopeful guests stood silently, 
with their fingers poised over 
their phones. 

At 8 a.m., scattered cheers 
erupted from the crowd as peo- 
ple received their group confir- 
mation and were escorted into 


the park. Boarding groups be- 
yond a certain number are re- 
ferred to backup groups that 
will only be called if time 
allows. 

The attraction enlists rid- 
ers as the newest recruits in 
the Resistance’s battle against 
the First Order. The riders re- 
ceive a mission that goes awry 
when the First Order attacks. 
The events of the ride occur 
between “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi” and “Star Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalker.” 

The ride is an immersive 
experience. The portion that 
would be considered a tradi- 
tional ride takes place at the 
end of a 15 minute series of 
walkthrough sets, visuals and 
interactions with cast members 


acting as Resistance fighters 
and First Order operatives. 

The ride was plagued by tech- 
nical glitches during its first 
few weeks of operation, and 
was delayed for four hours on 
Jan. 26, leaving several sched- 
uled boarding groups unable to 
ride before the park closed. 

For those fortunate enough 
to ride, the ride successful- 
ly transported them into the 
world of “Star Wars.” The am- 
biance combined with cast 
members, drop guests into a 
miniature “Star Wars” story, 
complete with familiar charac- 
ters, daring escapes and Storm- 
troopers with predictably poor 
aim. 

One element that is unique 
to the attraction is the level 


of care and effort put forth by 
the cast members to uphold 
the theme. Every delay was 
described as “reports of First 
Order interference,’ and cast 
members conveyed their in- 
structions as were critical mis- 
sion details. 

Star Wars: Rise of the Resis- 
tance is an experience unlike 
anything Disneyland Park has 
offered. For those planning to 
visit the theme park, it might 
be best to wait until the ini- 
tial excitement lessens and the 
glitches are fixed before at- 
tempting to go on the ride. De- 
spite the long wait times and 
technical errors, this ride is 
beautiful and thrilling for both 
“Star Wars” fans and non-fans 
alike. 


—_—_—_— 


Access Available 
by Boarding Group Only 


Please Have Your 
Park Admission Ready 


Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance sign guides Disneyland guests to the ride on Jan. 26. 
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LEISURE 


SAVE-THE-DATE 


Feb 8: Monster Jam in Anaheim 

Feb 8: Mac & Cheese Festival - OC 
Valentine’s Day 

Feb 14: Talich Quartet (8 - 10 p.m @ Meng 
Concert Hall) 

Feb 16: University Symphony Orchestra 


(3 p.m @ Meng Concert Hall) 
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A solitary research project may 
call to you, and it can involve 
intellectually stimulating work. 
You'll enjoy being alone and 
can benefit from having space 
and time to think on your own terms. 


Mar. 2 1- 
Apr. 19, 


At. 
) 


You can find a happy 
balance between increasing 
your sensitivity to others 
while remaining objective. 
Think about setting goals for 
self-development and consider what 
you want to manifest in your future. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


AU 
RUS 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


Insights from your 
unconscious are guiding your 
behavior now. Consider your 
professional game plan. Let 
it be driven by your values. 
Perhaps it’s time to switch industries. 


A Going somewhere beautiful 
would satisfy your need 

C E R for contemplation and 
(Jun. 21- : : : 
Jul. 22) intellectual stimulation now. 
Follow the example of a 
friend who recently realized a dream 
after a period of uncertainty. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22} 


You are more sensitive today 
and odd interactions can make 
you feel slighted. It’s possible 
you'll derive pleasure from 
engaging in metaphysical study, 
meditation, and solitary activities. 


Your desire to make loved 
ones happy shouldn’t 
undermine your own 
contentment. A close 
friendship is the main 
concern today, and it’s time to 
examine your shared goals. 


IR 
GO 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


SU7P Qe 


i/ 
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You’re supported in your 
professional work today by a 
skill or a gift that you’ve had 
since you were a small child. 
It’s possible you inherited this 
ability from a relative. 


Lia 


(Sep 23- 
Oct. 22) 


How you express yourself 
creatively inspires the people 
around you at the moment. 
You usually hold your cards 
close to your chest, but right 
now inspiration flows as if from a cosmic 
source and you can hardly contain it. 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


You can hold space for 

deep conversations now, 

and you are more alert 

oe to subtle interpersonal 

dynamics. You could 

arrange a meeting of the minds at your 
place of residence. 


APRI 
CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


Communication in 

a partnership is 
harmonious today 

and your union seems 
to serve a purpose. 
Treating each other with respect paves 
the way to a healthier alliance. 


Afb 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


Finances and other 
world problems are 
easily handled today. 
Satisfaction could come 
from taking a grounded 
approach to your dilemmas; routine 
help establish a rewarding rhythm. 


IS You need to speak your mind 
freely and express yourself 
C ES creatively today. Spontaneous 
(Feb. 19- — contact and communication 
Mar. 20) with an easygoing air of 
playfulness is best. 
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Dear CSUF Students, 


We want to surprise your 
valentine in the The Daily Titan! 


Snap a photo (silly or serious) and 
write up a special message. 


Send it off to 


valentine@dailytitan.com 
by February 10th. 


The most adorable and lively entries 
will run in the Daily Titan print 
edition, as well as on our socials 
the week of February 10th. 


Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of 


the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, 


with the location and your full name for a chance to win! 


f Ov 


Last Week’ s WINNER 


SONG OF THE DAY 


Every Time We Touch 


Cascade 


Love, The Daily Titan 


C 
Y 


Oe V2 


Follow the Spotify Playlist: BITS TUT =) 


The best love song to get stuck in your head 


-Jordan, Editor-in-Chief 


STAN CULTURE STARTER PACK 


Column: 
Modelo’s time 


is 
Constellation Brands’ 


thirst for wealth has 
no place in Mexico. 


REBECCA MENA 
Editor 


If it’s not Modelo time now, it 
is in viral videos, late-night par- 
ties and internet memes. There 
is nothing like cracking open a 
cold one with friends and push- 
ing any worries of today to 
tomorrow. 

But in my case, saving my 
worries for another day is not an 
option, especially when cheap 
beer is the cause of my concerns 
back home. 

When it comes to trac- 
ing my origins, I will always 
point southeast of the United 
States-Mexico border, on the 
Mexican side. 

The place I call home is Mex- 
icali, Baja California and it’s no 
surprise to me when people do 
not recognize that name. Rath- 
er than visiting Mexicali for the 
weekend to go clubbing and have 
street tacos, Tecate or Tijuana 
tend to be the most popular cities 
because of their close proximity 
to Orange County. 

I will never judge those who 
prefer to drive a little over two 
hours to those two cities, rath- 
er than drive more than three 
hours to Mexicali. However, I do 
reserve my judgment for those 


up 


who drink Constellation Brands’ 
beer, Modelo’s brand owner. 

The third-largest brewery in 
the U.S. began its business ven- 
tures in Mexico after obtain- 
ing the rights to Grupo Modelo 
back in 2013, which includes 
popular drinks such as Corona, 
Victoria, Pacifico and Modelo. 
Less than a decade later, Con- 
stellation Brands came under 
fire after state Governor Francis- 
co Vega approved a devious law 
that put Mexicali’s water supply 
in jeopardy. 

Although the law was taken 
back, the damage had already 
been done. The company had un- 
veiled its $1.5-billion project at 
the beginning of 2016 and began 
construction shortly after. The 
brewery was set to be complet- 
ed within four to five years since 
then. 

After a number of setbacks, 
the construction site, which 
spans 350 hectares, will not be 
completed before 2021. 

I had no more than a small 
sigh of relief when construction 
was delayed. But, that does not 
stop my heart from racing when 
I see online pictures of activists 
fighting against oppressive au- 
thorities near my family’s ranch 
in hopes of solving the prob- 
lem. It hurts to see the damage 
it brings to those who identify as 
cachanillas, an identity term held 
dearly by Mexicali residents. 

Elected officials like Vega 
make it hard for Baja Califor- 
nia residents to trust any other 
officials. Since the birth of the 
republic, Mexico has had nu- 
merous cases of government cor- 
ruption that have taken advan- 
tage of its own people. 
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SOLIPSISM III 


BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


Mind, soul, and flesh. 


A romantic but complicated 
account of existence. 


Materalism - all things reduced 
to'and a result of matter - 


having friends who you've 

never met in real life and 

who live on the other side 
of the country... 


*FAN CAM* 
# 


IsOverParty 


*crying over the same 


when all the 1D stans 
became kpop stans 


stan twitter any time they tweet: 


video/show/movie 
you've cried about 
MANY times prior* 


eS RIP rabbit 


18+ stans getting told they 
should have a job & kids 
vs. 
13 & under stans getting 
told they can’t even be 
on the internet 


does not remove meaning - 
it allows it to flourish. 
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Now, up ahead we'l\ 
+rhe beawhful 


university Carnpus | 


- ~~ Wot...doesryt the 
school apparently have 
a waterside? 
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Mexican President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador is no 
exception. Even when he has 
something to say on a mat- 
ter such as this one, it is easi- 
er to roll eyes and ignore his 
remarks than nod along with 
false hopes. 

According to a 2019 Reuters 
article, Obrador went over the 
environmental issues that sur- 
round the massive use of water 
by breweries. But, he forgot to 
mention one crucial detail — 
the brewery’s name. 

Baja California is not the 
only state to fall victim under 
a U.S.-owned brewery. Along 
with the development of the 
Mexicali plant, Constellation 
Brands has begun expanding 
its two other separate sites: 
Obregon, Sonora and Nava, 
Coahuila. 

Out of those three states, Co- 
ahuila has suffered the conse- 
quences of malpractice by the 
company. 

In a 2016 letter to Coahuila 
state Governor Rubén Morei- 
ra, former Mayor Leoncio 
Martinez Sanchez of the mu- 
nicipality of Zaragoza wrote, 
“We have no water for human 
consumption.” 

The ache I feel from that sin- 
gle sentence grows in addition 
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to anticipating the worst to 
come once the brewery com- 
pletes its Mexicali plant. There 
is not one community in that 
city I don’t worry about. Con- 
stellation Brands damaged 
Zaragoza, so who’s to say it 
won’t hurt my home as well? 

I have yet to see people move 
away from beers like Modelo, 
mainly my peers at Cal State 
Fullerton. 

It’s unlikely that in the stu- 
dent body — with 41.5% Lat- 
inx students — there aren’t oth- 
er students who worry about 
not only those three states, but 
Mexico’s natural resources as a 
whole. 

Rather than popping off 
the lid of a Modelo bottle and 
drinking up the stolen wa- 
ter from Mexican families, 
it’s best to go with award-win- 
ning, eco-friendly brands such 
as Full Sail Brewing Company, 
New Belgium Brewing Compa- 
ny and dozens more. 

Even if beer produced by 
smaller companies is more ex- 
pensive than a mass-produced 
12-pack of Modelo, the price is 
worth it in the long run. 

So next time there is a party 
going down, do Mexican states 
and everyone’s taste buds a fa- 
vor and say goodbye to uneth- 
ical brewing and hello to sus- 
tainable goodness. 


pay 10 
preeseitt 


aphid 
i 


Caurozma State University 
FULLERTON 


eer 
ie\ 


CINDY PROANO / DAILY TITAN 


The University of Texas at 


TYLER 


BEN AND MAYTEE FISCH 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 


Diverse student body 
Picturesque campus 


Low cost of living 


Easy driving distance to 


Dallas and Shreveport 
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